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General Care and Cleaning for 
WASTE/RECYCLE RECEPTACLES

Frequent cleaning of your trash cans with mild soap and water or 
glass cleaner and a cotton cloth is recommended. Cleaning is easier 
when you've taken precautions to prevent contamination. After 
washing trash cans, make sure they're bone-dry before replacing 
the liner and bag. Leftover moisture may lead to mold and mildew 
growth, and plastic bags create a greenhouse effect that traps 
water particles and prevents evaporation.
THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF COMMON CONDITIONS  
THAT CAUSE CORROSION OR DISCOLORATION OF STEEL  
AND SHOULD BE AVOIDED:
• �Chloride containing cleansers – this includes bleach and any 

bleach containing cleaners
• �Muriatic acid (hydrochloric acid) – commonly used to clean up 

after tile/concrete installation
• �Concentrated soap residue – chemical additives will cause  

discoloration and some dried soaps look like rust
• �Water with high iron content – can leave a rusty residue,  

especially if allowed to drip continuously
• �Contact with iron materials – including steel wool, machining 

chips, and iron residue/dust from installation or cleaning  
of other steel products

• �Trapped moisture between the product and another object 
– rubber mats, metal cans of soaps or cleaners

• �Salts – contain chlorides
When you maintain a frequent and thorough cleaning schedule  
for outdoor and indoor trash cans on your commercial property, 
you ensure that your facility is safe, clean, and welcoming. With 
proper maintenance, your trash cans will maintain its luster and 
appearance for many years.




